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Thesis submission process

Step 1

•Intention to 
submit (3 
months before 
submission)

•Download 
NOTICE OF 
THESIS 
SUBMISSION 
from IPS 
website

Step 2

•Make sure 
that the 
thesis title is 
correct and 
print out the 
form

Step 3

•Submit the 
form to your 
supervisor 
for approval

Step 4

•Your 
supervisor will 
have to 
nominate the 
examiners 
and then 
submit to the 
school’s dean

Step 5

•The dean will 
forward the 
form to IPS for 
appointment 
of examiners

Step 6

•You can 
check with 
IPS on the 
status of 
your notice 
of thesis 
submission

Students MUST send their thesis to ‘Turnitin’ prior to thesis submission 

saringan_turnitin.doc

BORANG_NOTIS_PENYERAHAN_TESIS.pdf
saringan_turnitin.doc


Congratulations … you have 

submitted your thesis!

So what’s next?

 the thesis examination



Thesis examination process: 

role of the examiners

Assessing a 
thesis

Writing pre-
viva report

Viva voce
Post-viva 

report



Examiner’s expectations of a thesis: 

General

 Experienced examiners decide very early whether assessment 
of a thesis is likely to be ‘hard work’ or ‘an enjoyable read’

 First impression and overall presentation of the thesis

 Proof-read your thesis carefully

 Have your thesis professionally proof-read

 Avoid frequent typographical/language errors 

 Clarity of presentation 

 Is the write-up well organised? 
 Is the write-up clear and easy to understand the flow of 

thought?
 Are the terminologies accurately used? 



Examiner’s expectations of a thesis : 

Format and organization

 Satisfy USM’s rules and regulations

 Writing style

 A few writing styles are accepted but need to adopt the 

selected style consistently throughout your thesis

 Layout and arrangement of contents

 Preliminaries: title page, acknowledgements, table of 
contents, list of tables/figures/symbols/abbreviations and 

abstract 

 Text: introduction (literature review), materials and methods, 
results, discussion, and summary and conclusion

 Reference materials: references, appendices and list of 

publications (presentations and accepted publications)



Examiner’s expectations of a thesis: 

Title

 It needs to be concise 

and informative

 It is a signpost to what the 

research is about

 It is a set of boundary 

markers to where the 

research concentrate 

Examples of thesis 

title.pptx

Examples of thesis title.pptx


Examiner’s expectations of a thesis: 

Abstract

 It is a summary of the 

entire thesis and should 

contain a brief write-up 

of the problem 

statement, objective, 

methodology and 

summary of the findings 

in context of the whole 

study 

abstract example.pptx

abstract example.pptx


Examiner’s expectations of a thesis: 

Introduction (literature review) 

 Is there relevant, comprehensive and up-to-date 

literature review?

 Is there sufficient background provided so that the 

examiner can appreciate the research problems 

that you are to tackle, and the objectives of the 

thesis?

 Have the deficiencies in our current knowledge 

been clearly identified?

 Does the write-up show flow of thought leading to 

the research questions, objectives and hypotheses?



Research questions

• Number and nature of questions selected have got to 
reflect the available time and resources 

• This is the stage at which the scope of the research 
project is determined

Research objectives

• Research objective is an active statement about how 
the study is going to answer the specific research 
question

• Examples are:  To explore,.. to describe.., to explain…, 
to understand.., to predict.., to intervene.., to 
evaluate.., to assess….etc

Hypotheses

• Hypotheses are tentative answers to research questions

Farrugia P, Petrisor BA, Farrokhvar F, Bhandari M (2010)..research questions, objectives and 

hypothesis.pptx

research questions, objectives and hypothesis.pptx


Examiner’s expectations of a thesis: 

Objectives

 Have the research objectives been 

stated with sufficient precision to 

enable the examiner to assess 

whether they have been achieved or 

not?

 Do the objectives fit comfortably with 

(a) the critical review, do they arise 

from (b) the significant deficiencies    

in our current knowledge or 

understanding, and do they lie 

within (c) the scope of the study? 



Examiner’s expectations of a thesis: 

Materials & Methods

 Are the materials and methods detailed enough to ensure that 

the work is reproducible?

 Is the use of novel or non-standard methods or approaches fully 

justified in a way that convinces the examiner that the 

candidate is familiar with the subject? method justification.pptx

 Is the experimental design clearly expressed, robust (low failure 

risk) and appropriate to answer the research objectives? 

 Was the ethical approval obtained?

 Is the data properly collected and analysed? sufficient sample 
size, correct sampling method, appropriate statistical tests  and 
p-value.

method justification.pptx


Examiner’s expectations of a thesis: 

Results

 Are results obtained answer the research 

objectives?

 Are the results meaningful? 

 Are negative results shown?

 Are the results presented clearly? Are relevant 

figures and tables shown?

 Is there proper labeling and accurate description 

for each figure and table?



Examiner’s expectations of a thesis: 

Discussion

 Is the discussion accurate and appropriate  to the results of 

the study?

 Is there a discussion on how the results are similar or differ from 
other model systems studied?

 Are relevant references quoted to support the findings?

 Can the examiner see clearly what the candidate has 

concluded, before the thesis moves on to the next idea?

 Is there an attempt at building up knowledge as the discussion 

progress?

 Has clear ownership of your contribution been established? 
e.g."This is the first time this has been demonstrated for any 

vertebrate group", if in fact that is the case 



Examiner’s expectations of a thesis: 

Summary and conclusion

 Is there an attempt at synthesizing all the findings 

into a story with impact?

 Is the thesis findings suitable for patent filing?

 Are the limits of the research identified?

 Are recommendation for future work addressed?



Examiner’s expectations of a thesis: 

References

 Is the list of references up-to-date and 

comprehensive?



Analysis of reports demonstrates 

that…

A ‘good’ thesis has:

Critical analysis & argument

Confidence & a rigorous,        

self-critical approach

A contribution to knowledge

Originality, creativity & a degree 

of risk taking

Comprehensiveness & scholarly 

approach

Sound presentation & structure

Sound methodology

A ‘less than ideal’ thesis has:

 Too much detail with lack of 
analysis

 Lack of confidence, energy & 
engagement by the candidate 

 Lack of argument and rigour

 Shoddy presentation (typos etc)

 Lack of critique of own analysis/ 
sweeping generalisations based 
on opinion rather than analysis

 Inadequate or poorly expressed 
methodology & scope

Kiley, M (2004)



Assessing originality (PhD)

Originality can be.....

 You say something no one has said before

 You do empirical work that has not been done before

 You synthesise things that have not been put together before

 You make a new interpretation of someone else’s material/ideas

 You do something in this country that has only been done elsewhere

 You take an existing technique and apply it to a new area

 Your work across disciplines, using different methodologies

 You test existing knowledge in an original way

 You add to knowledge in a way that has not been done before

 Your look at topics that people in you discipline have not looked at

 Your write down a new piece of information for the first time

 You give a good exposition of someone else’s idea

 You continue an original piece of work



Viva voce

A viva provides you with an opportunity

 to discuss your work with an expert

 to improve/clarify your arguments 

 to consider where to publish your work

above all else, it is an examination of your work!



How to prepare for the viva?

 Get lots of peer and other professional feedback 

 Present at conferences

 Attend conferences to informally discuss your 
work with others

 Send material for publication 

And resend after you’ve addressed the comments 
from the first rejection



How to prepare for the viva?

1. Re-familiarise yourself with your thesis

 Summarize your thesis into: What have you done? Why have you done it? 

How did you do it? What have you found? What are the implications of your 

findings?

 How generalizable are your findings , and how valid?

 What do you plan to do next? How do you plan to disseminate your 

findings?

 What is(are) your major contribution(s)?

2. Predict and practice possible questions

3. Think about how to express yourself in the viva



Conclusions

 Most examiners are reluctant to fail a thesis

 The examiners consider a thesis a pass until it is 

proven a fail, and will only consider failing thesis if 

there are significant errors or omissions that 

threaten the credibility of the research
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‘A PhD is a stepping stone into a research

career. All you need to do is to demonstrate your

capacity for independent, critical thinking.

That’s all you need to do. A PhD is three years

of solid work, not a Nobel Prize’

Mullins, G and Kiley, M 

(2002). 


